DIGNITY OF MAN
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' T hese are the words that Moses spoke

to all Israel, across the Jordan, in the
wilderness, in the Plain, opposite [the Sea
of] Reeds, between Paran and Tophel
and Laban, and Hazeroth and Di-zahab;

nin2in 1137 ;e 1% — Because they

are words of rebuke,

=
) Aretsgoll - Chomash Rashi

1. 2™1277 %% — THESE ARE THE WORDS.

ninipa Y2 143 13 — and because [Seripture] lists here all the places

which they caused anger before the Omnipresent,? 370

' words” vaguely,
because of the honor of Israel.® .
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he sins alludeci. to in this verse were veryﬂ much public knowledge.
They included the affair of the spies, sent by Moshe, who

delivered a slanderous report, a sin for which Israel suffered for 40
years, causing the death of an entire generation in the desert and

denying them the merit to enter Eretz Yisrael. The sin of the golden
calf continues to plague Israel to this day, yet Moshe would not

ention it by name.

\J Furthermore, the purpose was to rebuke Israel and to induce them -

to teshuvah. Would it not have been more effective if he had clearly

stated each incident?

The answer is that Moshe felt that to do so was an unnecessary

embarrassment to the Jewish people arid was not permissible.even for
the puﬁ:oée of a public rebuke. The dignity of every person is sacred,

and Moshe carefully weighed each word so as not to shame or

. embarrass a community or an individual more than was abs

olutely
E4
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' Hashem even went so far as to set aside His own honor in order to
- preserve the dignity of Bilaam. We are told that Bilaam’s donkey was

slain so that people would not point to it saying, This is the donkey
i that brought about Bilaam’s downfall (Rashi Bamidbar 22:22). This
in spite of the fact that had the donkey remained alive it would have
constituted a tremendous bW WA, sanctification of God's Name.
People would have pointed to_the donkey and proclaimed God's

 wonders and justice. It would have been living testimony to

i
|
f
|
|
|

Hashem’s creation and control of the universe. The humiliation that
i Bilaam would have suffered would itself be honoring God’s Name.
Yet, the dignity of a human being, even of a Bilaam, is.so valuable

 that Hashem preferred that His own honor be set aside for the sake of
- Bilaam’s. ‘
' 'L[— u ’(T_{ G ,,:,JT"— K‘ S'vloun.:cJ\]l( .
The same is true of man. If lonely man is to rise from ex-
istential exclusiveness to -existential all-inclusiveness, then the
. first thing he has to do is to recognize another existence. Of
course this recognition is, eo ipso, a sacrificial act, since the
mere admission that a thou exists in addition to the I, is tanta-
mount to py¥ny, self-limitation and®self-contraction. A com-
munity is established the very moment I recognize the thou
and extend_greetings to_the thou. One individual extends the
shalom greeting to another individual; and in so doing he cre-

ates a community. The Halacha has attached great significance
to casual greetings exchanged between two individuals. Rabbi

Helbo said: “If his friend greets him and he does not return

_the greeting he is called a robber for it is said, ‘It is ye that
have eaten up the vineyard, the spoil of the poor is in your
houses.’ ™ What message does Shalom convey, if not encour-

‘agement and solace to the lonely=and distressed. The Halacha
‘commands us to return greetings, and in some cases to extend
‘them, even during the recital of ynw,'* To recognize some-
‘body by greeting him or responding to a greeting does not con-
itradict the performance of v miaon 9y ny3p (acceptance
of the yoke of Heaven). Halacha says to man: Don't let your
‘neighbor drift along the lanes of loneliness; don’t permit him
to become remote and alienated from you, even when you are

~ _busy reciting " ynw. If p7apn__ willed a world to rise from
nihility in order to bestow His love upon this world, then lonely
man should affirm the existence of somebody else in order_ to
have the opportunity of giving love. Again the same equation
prevails: recognition means sacrificial action; the individual
withdraws in order to make room for the thou.

1 . , oo
This obligation to protect the feeling and dignity of our fello
man refers not only to righteous people or even to merely simple -

people but rather it applies to even t i of

Klal Yisrael.
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R Elazar said: Note the seriousness of putting a man to
shame. For Hashem espoused the cause of Bar Kamtza
[who had been humiliated] and destroyed His House )

and burnt His Temple (Gittin 57a). .

Bar Kamtza was a man of exceptionally low character, a man who
stooped so low as to slander his own people before the Roman
emperor and as a result brought death and destruction upon them.
Yet, his dignity, too, was sacred. The humiliation of this miscreant
brought upon Israel the loss of its Temple and the destruction of its
holiest shrine — indeed Xy¥np 73 nx xw1 73 wip w0, Hashem

egpoused the cause of Bar Ka'mt;q;t

Quite often a man finds himself in a crowd among strangers.
He ce’s lonely. No one knows him, no one cares for him, no
one Is concerned with him. It is again an existential experience.
He begins to doubt his ontological worth. This leads to aliena-
tion from the crowd surrounding him. Suddenly someéne taps
ll_{m'_gg_f the shoulder and says: “Aren’t you Mr. So-and-So? 1
have heard so much about you.” In a fraction of a second his
awareness changes. An alien being turns into a fellow member

- .of an_existential community (the crowd). What brought about
- the change? The recognition by somebody, the word!

R To recognize a person is not just to identify him physically.
It is'more than that: it Is an act of idcntifying him ex;stentially‘,
45 a person who has a job to do, that onl he can do properl * _

| To recognize a person means to affirm .that he js irreplaceable.
. Jo hurt a person_means to tell him- i

there is no need for him. at

16
The Halacha equated the act of publicly embarrassing a_per-

* son with murder.'? Why? Because humiliation is tantamount to

; dcstrqying an_existential community and driving the individual

into solitude. It is not enough for the charitable person to extend" -
help to the ncedy. He must do more than that: he must try to
restore to the dependent person a sense of dignity and worth.
That is why Jews have developed special sensitivity regarding

. orphans and widows, since these persons are extremely sensitive

and lose their self-confidence at the slightest provocation:; The
Bible warned us against afflicting an orphan or a widow.

What kind of an_affliction does the Bible prohibit?
Murder, mutilation, causing of severe pain, destruction of prop-
erty, etc.?-Not only these, but lesser evils, as well. Whatever
affects the peace of mind of the widow or the orplian is con-
sidered affliction. A word, a gesture, a_facial expression by
which the widow or_the orphan feels hurt: in_short, whatever
causes an accelerated heartbeat — that comes undet affliction.




ﬁ It was so important to enhance Chizkiyahu's prestige and to give

{

i

|

!

/
Svckas Mossar

7+
The concept of ni™37 1133 does not, however, stop at refraining
from insulting i ’s fellow human being. One is also

obligated to enhance and magnify the prestige and honor of one’s

fellow. This we see from the Gemara (Chullin 6b) which comments

on the destruction by Chizkiyahu of the copper snake which Moshe

had fashioned. Chizkiyahu destroyed it because the Jewish people
_had come to worship it as an idol. The Gemara asks, “Could it be that
neither Asa or Yehoshafat, his predecessors, destroyed it? They had
destroyed all other idols.” The Gemara answers, 73anin? 1% a1 oipy,

that Chizkiyahu'’s ancestors left him room for accomplishment! Rashi . |

explains: Had his predecessors not done so_he would not have been
able to make a reputation for himself [see Maharam who explains
that Rashi and Tosafos argue only whether this was a conscious
decision on their part or an act of Providence for this purpose].

him lasting fame that a troublesome idol was left around for
generations, even at »gh}e price of the desecration of God’s Name.
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Me! 3An ox recognizes its owner and a donkey its mastex;’,s’
trough. [but] Israel does not know,* My people do not understand!
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